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ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
Consideration of Tabled Papers 

Resumed from 14 May on the following motion moved by Hon Nick Griffiths (Minister for Racing and 
Gaming) -  

That pursuant to Standing Order No 49(1)(c) the Legislative Council take note of tabled paper No 1027 
(2003-2004 Budget Statements), laid upon the Table of the House on 8 May 2003. 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [10.07 am]:  My reply on the budget is that, firstly, there are three things 
in this life that we are guaranteed - death, taxes and change.  I hope there will be no deaths but we have certainly 
faced taxes and change.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  This could be a deadly speech!   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  It could be.  It is important to reflect on the preamble to the 2002-03 budget, and 
particularly the 2003-04 budget.  I refer to the 10 February 2001 election in which the Labor Party did not win 
government, but in which the Liberal Party lost government.  It all started there.  No-one in his right mind would 
have predicted that Labor would win that election.  Nonetheless, it was a very strong Labor win.  Perhaps that 
accounts for the lack of knowledge of and preparation for the 2002-03 budget.  In the lead up to the election, the 
current Premier said that there would be no increases in taxes.  Subsequently, however, taxes and charges were 
increased.  We heard from the Premier and the Treasurer that they were sorry, but the increases had to happen.  I 
guess the claim that taxes and charges would not increase was because the Labor Party thought it would not win 
office.  On that basis, it made a prediction that it would not have to fulfil.   

I remember I made a statement some months before the last state election that, ironically, I found this morning.  
The headline to the article on my comments is “Stun Nation . . . 3 seats?”  It commenced “Meet an optimist.”  
The article, which appeared months before the poll, outlined that I was confident that my party would win three 
seats at the election.  Robert Bennett, who had to eat his own words, wrote - 

 He’s so confident of the party’s chances in the Legislative Council that he declared:  “If we don’t win 
three seats in the Upper House then I’m prepared to give you 100 bucks.” 

Robert Bennett continued - 

 Frank, I’m already shopping around to see what kind of red plonk I’ll buy with the dough.   

Since then Robert Bennett has gone into hiding.   

Hon Barry House:  I know where he is.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I would like his address!   

The Labor Party’s statements are like One Nation saying it would stop tax increases by applying the balance of 
power.  We did not think before the election that we would have the balance of power, although we knew that we 
would win three seats.  We could have made outrageous statements.  The Treasurer and Premier must live with 
their statements.  They have been disappointing.  Inexperience caused them to create this scenario.  I am curious 
to know, and I hope to find out in his memoirs, whether the Premier had prepared a winning speech or a speech 
of commiseration on election night.  I guess we will never know.  I wonder whether the Leader of the upper 
House had prepared a speech knowing that he would assume that position on election night or whether he 
thought he would be in the wilderness again.   

Hon Kim Chance:  I can clear your mind on that - I didn’t have a clue.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Very good.  I am worried about this matter.  Politicians are regarded as making false 
promises and telling fibs - it is reported upon.  These statements do not help us.  Anyone in their right mind 
knows that with the state of the economy, rises in charges must be made to keep up with inflation.  In this world, 
increases in everything must occur.  The Labor and Liberal Parties must have the courage to say that they must 
increase taxes, although they will be minimal.  For the federal Liberal Party to give us all back $200 a year was 
bizarre.  Of that total tax cut, $1 billion could have gone to Western Australia’s salinity program.  I would have 
sacrificed the $200 or $300 a year given to me if it had gone to health care.  Increasing the Medicare levy could 
reduce problems in hospitals in Western Australia.   

I was at the doctors this morning, Mr President, and Dr Simmons and I talked about the medical situation in the 
State.  He said he would hate to be the Minister for Health as it would be like being handed the poisoned chalice.  
He asked whether I had ever known a popular health minister in history, and I do not recall one yet.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Bob Kucera is pretty popular.   
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Hon FRANK HOUGH:  He may be popular in the Labor Party.  There is no question that his wife likes him 
extremely well, but he is less popular in the broader community.  I must admit that the Minister for Health is 
trying very hard, but there is no such thing as a popular health minister - there never will be one.  It is regarded 
as the poisoned chalice, even in the US.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Popular Treasurers are scarce animals.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Yes.  I could say in Parliament what the broader community is saying about Hon Eric 
Ripper - they drop the Eric and call him “Jack” and “Grim”.  In handing down the Budget, Hon Eric Ripper 
said - 

 In order to continue to meet basic community needs, we have been forced to take steps we would prefer 
to have avoided.   

He knew he had to take those steps.  He should have been forthright and up front and said they would be 
necessary, rather than announce them a couple of days before the budget.  Charges were increased to the tune of 
$162 million.  In the first budget, the Government extracted $132 million from the pockets of taxpayers, and last 
year it sought $110 million.  Hon Eric Ripper and the Gallop Government have consistently, using the word I 
used as a child, fibbed.  They have misled and created smokescreens for Western Australians about the expected 
rise in taxes.  It is ironic how something turned up in my reading last night.  I reflect on the words of Michael 
Josephson, the twenty-first century American ethicist, who wrote “How many times do you get to lie before you 
are called a liar?”  That is interesting.  How many fibs does one tell in politics before someone says, “You’ve got 
to stop telling porkie pies and meet the truth”?   

We are told by the media that the burden of tax increases will fall heaviest on families and the business sector.  
Public transport charges will rise by three per cent, and car insurance and general insurance will rise by eight to 
10 per cent.  Licence and stamp duty increases are tough on families.  I know some families budget to the last 
penny.  When they have a bad week, they get into trouble because they live on the breadline.  The Western 
Australian Council of Social Service estimates that the annual budget for a family in 2003-04 under the Ripper 
budget will increase by $105.85.  It will be a tough call for people on struggle street.  Western Australians are 
working harder and longer hours than ever to be poor under this budget.   

Hon Kim Chance:  On a point of clarification: do you recognise that the rate of increases of taxes in the current 
budget are substantially less than the rate of inflation?   
Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Yes.   
Hon Kim Chance:  Does that acknowledgment line up with the statement?   
Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Ultimately, the take-home dollar is important when budgeting.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Wages will have risen to accommodate CPI rises.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  They will not subsidise the rates of taxes people are paying.  If the Leader of the House 
waits, I will raise other factors on the way through my speech.   
The building and real estate industries will feel the pinch from the 15 per cent hike on stamp duty.  It is an attack 
on home ownership and property investment.  It will add much more than the $1 230 cost to a $250 000 home 
when interest repayments are considered.  I have a chart with me.  Stamp duty will increase on an average home 
of $200 000 from $6 350 to $7 280.  If members speak to an actuary on this matter, the additional payment will 
not be made from the pocket.  Unlike the Leader of the House and perhaps me, and some other members, who 
may pay the duty from their savings account, John Citizen out there does not.  My daughter is buying another 
house and my son has shifted into a new house.  My other daughter moved into a new home three months ago.  
In five or six years, they have had two or three houses each.  They will fund this extra stamp duty with their 
repayments over 20 to 25 years.  At the end of the day, it is not a rise to $1 250.  That $1 250 will multiply about 
four times over 20 years.  Most young people move house every three years.  In 20 years, people may shift house 
four times.  That is not unusual, although some people stay in their homes all their lives, such as my mother-in-
law and father-in-law.  They would not shift for anything.  Today, kids get a home with three bedrooms, they 
need four; they want to extend, they do not; they want a swimming pool, they do not.  It is a moving population.  
I do not have to tell members that the property market is booming.  It is at an all-time high.   

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  The housing industry in Australia is predicated on a married couple moving home 
three times in 20 years.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  On the advice of Hon Derrick Tomlinson, we will say that people move three times.  
My kids will probably move four times.  My daughter has shifted into a home in North Fremantle.  She paid 
$400 000-odd for it - she is a little struggler.  She is now up for another $3 000-odd, which is financed.  She will 
move again.  That incremental increase on the existing stamp duty will be factored into the repayments.  
Someone might move three times in 20 years.  The new stamp duty is $1 250, and the next time that person 
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moves, it could be $2 000.  It could equate to $6 000 or $7 000.  Actuated over 20 years, the person’s equity in 
his home, which represents about 20 per cent, is taken up with stamp duty.  That is a tax factor that people will 
finance over 20 years.  It is easy to say it has gone up.  It is different from a 10 or 15 per cent increase in car 
registration.  People simply pay the amount there and then.  The Government is attacking people’s most valuable 
asset.  My daughter-in-law told me the other day that everyone’s pipedream is a home with a little white picket 
fence.  The second-largest purchase a person will ever make is a motor vehicle.  It is very tough that the 
Government attacks people’s prime objective of owning a home.  People feel that they are most secure if they 
own a home and can pay it off.  Other taxes should be increased.  Many people do not look at it that way.  I met 
with an actuary the day before yesterday.  We talked about calculating these figures.  He prompted me to say 
this.  He told me that people would be financing that stamp duty amount over 20 years, and that people would 
probably end up paying $1 million over 20 years for a $200 000 home.  That is no-one’s fault except the 
purchaser’s for not having $200 000 or $300 000 cash or having won lotto.  However, we must talk about the 
working man, who the Labor Party purports to represent.  I advise the Government what working class people 
think and feel and where the Government’s budget wounds them the most.   

Hon Kim Chance:  What do you think we should have taxed, if we did not do that, to raise revenue in that area?  
Which area would you have taxed more?   

Hon Norman Moore:  Spend a little less.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Alternatively, which areas of spending should we have rejected?   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  That is a very good question.  I should not have walked into that.  Maybe the Leader of 
the House will let me sit down for 24 hours to go through what taxes I think should be increased and decreased.  
I would not have chosen to increase taxes on housing.  I might have taxed cars, but housing is a no-no.  We 
should increase taxes in other areas.  I cannot understand why the Medicare levy has not been increased by one 
or two per cent.  If it were, we could stop worrying about this business of bulk-billing.  The Medicare levy 
should be taxed as a percentage of salaries, and increased by one or two per cent.  Everyone seems to be 
frightened to increase the Medicare levy.  It is seen as an action that will roll a Government.  That is not the fault 
of Governments or politicians.  I hold the Press responsible for this.  It runs with any negative story it can.  It 
only minimally promotes positive stories.  However, it loves to discover the negative stories about which it can 
drill the Government and the Opposition.  The Leader of the House knows what the Press is like.  It relishes 
making the Government of the day look stupid.  If the federal Government increased the Medicare levy by one 
or two per cent, the Press would talk only about how much Medicare has increased over the years and how much 
it will cost and not about how people would have better access to hospital care.  I do not know why people in this 
country do not receive free medical treatment.  We pay for it.  We should not have to line up at doctors surgeries 
and worry whether we are concession cardholders and whether we can get another set of spectacles this week.  I 
digress from my comments on the state budget.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Maybe so, but I could not agree with you more.  That is a very sensible proposition.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  The Leader of the House knows that we in Parliament have to play to the Press.  If 
someone opens his trap the wrong way, he gets drilled and must live with it for the rest of his life.  The Press 
really does not care about good things.   

Hon Kim Chance:  It is all right; there is no-one in the press gallery.   

Hon Norman Moore:  We trust that the Press will report that Hon Kim Chance believes there should be an 
increase in the Medicare levy.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Absolutely.  I do not mind that being on the record at all. 

Hon Norman Moore:  By how much would you increase it?   

Hon Kim Chance:  I would double it.   

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  Neither the Leader of the House nor the Leader of the Opposition has been given the 
call for a Medicare debate.  If they want to pursue it, they can do so elsewhere.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  It was interesting to listen to them.   

I will move away from housing.  My three kids have all recently bought houses.  Two of them have already 
shifted and one is about to shift.  That is what made me go through the stamp duty increases and determine how 
much they will pay over 20 years.  People pay off their mortgages out of their salaries over 20 years.  They do 
not realise how much they are really paying on a $200 000 home until they reflect on it.  Most young kids do not 
calculate the expenses and therefore do not realise that they will end up paying $750 000.  They live for today 
and tomorrow and not for down the track.   
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I refer to the Police Force.  I am sorry, but I cannot call it a Police Service as I feel it is a force.  I will continue to 
call it the Police Force.  I am most impressed that the word police appears in big capital letters on the side of 
American patrol cars.  Those people are proud to be police officers in a police force.  I had a chat to the county 
sheriff in Eldorado before I went to Folsom Prison.  He said that they were there to enforce the law.   

Hon Kim Chance:  You are a Johnny Cash fan, aren’t you?   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Last night I spoke about the democratic euthanasia of people in America who commit 
heinous crimes.  The sheriff was quick to tell me that the police force and National Guard monitored protests 
about someone being put down, and that protesters had to be very careful because they could get steamrolled by 
a tank.  That is a police force.   

When the Gallop Government first came to power, it said that it was committed to getting local police stations 
up to strength.  The Premier said there would be more police and better policing in regional Western Australia.  
Instead, in February and March we heard stories of a Functional Review Taskforce hit list of 22, mostly regional, 
stations.  It was proposed that those stations be closed for a measly saving of $23 000 a year.  Regional Western 
Australians are to be deprived of their police stations and rural officers are to be deprived of support and 
resources.  This sounds fair; after all, Perth residents need their two-stage bike path to be completed.  I guess that 
is where the money will go.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Do not confuse rumour with fact.  

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  The Labor Government also made a commitment to bolster the thin blue line and 
provide a more visible police presence in both regional and metropolitan Western Australia.  Instead, we had 
reports of a crisis in policing in late 2002 as a result of police officers being desk bound or on long-term sick 
leave.  That is a fact of life; we cannot repudiate that.  However, instead of getting a greater police presence on 
our roads, where they are needed, we have additional Multanovas.  Incidentally, Multanovas have not reduced 
the road toll.  Until April this year, 70 people had died on our roads compared with 55 at the same time last year.  
We have more Multanovas, but the road toll is not falling.  That indicates that the double demerit scheme is not 
working, speed camera fines are not working, community education and support activities are not working, 
advertising towards the prevention of speeding is not working and road safety programs are not working.  We 
need a larger police presence to curb bad driver behaviour.  I say that because I recall that when I had my BMW-
Honda dealership in Melville, the Melville Plaza Shopping Centre had a big cardboard cut-out of Constable 
Care, and when it had finished with Constable Care I took it over to my dealership and hammered it onto the 
lamppost at the front just as a joke.  We watched as people came speeding down Canning Highway and saw 
Constable Care with his hand up, and we saw their tail-lights go on because they thought a copper was standing 
there!  That was a very inexpensive way of policing - we had a cardboard cut-out and it slowed the traffic down!  
This is very important, because when the people who use our road system see a police officer, they take a lot 
more notice and are more diligent in the things they do.   

Police officers go through a rigorous training exercise to become police officers, yet they often subsequently 
become clerks.  If we go into a police station we often have to line up and wait because police officers have so 
many reports and things to put on the computer.  A prime example of how police officers have become clerks, 
which I think I brought up in late November - I cannot remember why - is of two police officers, perhaps a man 
and a woman, or two men, driving around the suburbs with 30-odd summonses and restraining orders to serve.  
Two fully-qualified police officers, with guns, batons, handcuffs and mobile phones - all the gear - are tapping 
on people’s doors and delivering restraining orders and asking for a signature!  It takes two police officers to do 
that!  I cannot believe that.  At the same time that those police officers are handing the person the restraining 
order, down the street some poor lady has just been bowled over and robbed, the Ampol service station around 
the next corner has just been robbed, and a bloke has just roared past in his car doing 90 kilometres an hour in a 
60-kilometre zone.  When the person asks what the police officers will be doing about that, they say they are 
more concerned about delivering the summonses and obtaining a signature!  Police officers should not be turned 
into pizza-delivery boys!  They should not wear their uniform if all they are is pizza-delivery boys - delivering 
pieces of paper that need a signature.  Members will ask me how I think we can solve that.  Okay; I am glad 
members will ask me that.  I will solve it. 

Hon Peter Foss:  I think you misunderstand what restraining orders are and what the consequences are for people 
who apply for restraining orders.  Violence restraining orders are quite serious.  

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Yes, I understand that.  I have signed many restraining orders as a justice of the peace.  
All that has to be done is that the requirements must be read out to the person.  I am glad members will ask me 
how we can solve that.  We can replace the police officers with perhaps justices of the peace.  There are several 
thousand JPs floating around.  

Hon Dee Margetts:  Maybe you could have given it to yourself. 
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Hon FRANK HOUGH:  What an intelligent response!  I did not realise the member was here.   

Justices of the peace can be utilised in this area, because they know the paperwork and they are often involved in 
preparing the restraining order in the first instance.  Many justices of the peace are retired people who would be 
more than happy to deliver warrants and restraining orders.  This would overcome the problem of police officers 
not being on the roads and doing their job.  We could pay justices of the peace for their petrol.  The reason many 
people become justices of the peace is that they want to invest some of their time back into community service; 
and if people are not justices of the peace for that reason, they should not be justices of the peace.  I believe 
many justices of the peace would be more than happy to go door to door serving restraining orders and reading 
people the riot act.  Contrary to what Hon Peter Foss said, these same people sit in the Court of Petty Sessions 
and hear summary charges - admittedly there are always two sitting justices of the peace - and handle that type 
of thing.  That would relieve the justice system and would put more police officers on the roads.  The cost would 
be minimal.  There are about 3 000 or 4 000 JPs.  If I were a retired justice of the peace, I would be more than 
happy to assist provided somebody covered the cost of my petrol and perhaps my lunch.  

Hon Nick Griffiths:  You have two years to go! 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I will not be retiring.  I will be sitting over there, looking across at the minister; and I 
will not be taking that type of rubbish from him when I am there!  

Hon Kim Chance:  I am interested in what you are saying.  I encourage you to follow up in the police estimates 
session the effect that the capital works spending on police communications will have on freeing up police 
officers in the future.  Much of what you are saying is what we are actually doing.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  If the minister had waited, I would have come to that. 

In April of this year, the AIMS Corporation contract came under threat, and this in turn signalled more pain for 
the already over-stretched Police Force.  Therefore, I was very pleased to hear Hon Eric Ripper announce on 8 
May that the State’s police budget would be a record total of $551.6 million.  It remains to be seen how much of 
this will go towards bolstering the thin blue line in rural areas and how much of the $77 million allocated for 
police capital works will end up in the country.  That is a good question to put on notice.  Perhaps I should ask 
that. 

Hon Kim Chance:  It is an excellent estimates question.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Yes.  Another issue is transit guards.  We had 100-odd transit guards -  

Hon Nick Griffiths:  Why not have a chat with Hon Kim Chance and he can give you a list of questions to ask? 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  If the minister does not mind, I am speaking with the President, and I am having a very 
good conversation.   

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The ministry will come to order.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Thank you, Mr President.  A problem is also looming with transit guards.  The situation 
with transit guards on the rail system has been impaired.  Because a number of transit guards have resigned, in 
some instances transit guards are working on the rail system on their own.  This matter needs to be addressed 
very quickly.  If I were a transit guard on the Armadale run or the Midland run at night - I mean no disrespect to 
the Armadale or Midland runs - I would not be very happy to be working by myself.  A quick response group 
can be called if there is trouble at a station, and that group can arrive at the station within about five or 10 
minutes.  However, if someone is caught in a barney, the person who rolled him will not hang around for about 
five or 10 minutes.  If the response group arrives, unfortunately it will be after the event.  For that reason, I am 
concerned about the transit guards.  This issue needs to be addressed seriously. 

Another area that has been punished in the budget is that of country roads in the agricultural region.  One road in 
particular comes to mind, and the reason is that two months ago I handed out some brochures on behalf of the 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, Alannah MacTiernan.  I was excited when I read the brochure, which is 
headed “Lancelin to Cervantes Coastal Road”.  It has some fabulous pictures of the road, Cervantes and the 
Pinnacles.  This brochure is a real sell.  It is a lovely coloured brochure about this road.   

Hon John Fischer:  Who put it out? 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  The minister, Alannah MacTiernan.  It is a great coloured brochure.  Mr President, you 
should have seen the excitement in Lancelin, Cervantes and the whole area there, because people were expecting 
this road to go through the area.  I spoke to Hon Bruce Donaldson the other day.  His property is in Jurien Bay, 
and the price of land in that area has gone through the roof, as it has in my area.  I ran around promoting this 
brochure on behalf of the minister.  The question being asked by everyone in rural and regional Western 
Australia is: when will this road go through; when will this beautiful highway connect Perth with Geraldton?  I 
said to everyone that they should read the brochure.  I must admit that I glanced through it, and I was most 
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impressed by it.  However, I did not read two words properly; in hindsight, I should have done so.  I missed 
those silly words “anticipated” and “subject”.  How silly of me to miss those two little words, because when 
those two silly words are removed, the meaning is that the road has gone through the area.  However, the 
brochure states - 

Subject to environmental approval, land excision and funding, construction completion is anticipated by 
mid 2005, with every endeavour -  

“Endeavour” is another word I missed -  

being made to bring this date forward. 

Everything was going to happen and the road was to be complete - 

Hon Murray Criddle interjected. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I am disappointed.  That Lancelin to Cervantes Road is important because, when it is 
constructed, road trains and other traffic will not use Brand Highway.  The Lancelin to Cervantes Road will open 
up the Cervantes, Jurien Bay and Lancelin area.  Only 60 kilometres of road are involved.  I recall that the 
budget estimate to complete it is $32 million.  The projected tourism benefits of $800 million in that area will 
well and truly compensate for the cost of the road.  I suppose it is the old story in business: people must spend to 
get something; they must move forward to become profitable.  I cannot understand why that project has not been 
completed.  I must admit that the Government has gone ahead with the southern corridor at Geraldton, and that is 
pleasing.  However, this road is extremely important. 

I have speculated about why this road has not been completed.  I wonder whether it is a political move.  The road 
runs through the seat of Moore.  The member for Moore, Bill McNee, has indicated that he will retire and not 
contest the next election.  Ironically, Labor did not do too badly in Gingin and Lancelin at the last election; it 
polled very well.  I think Bill McNee came in first, with One Nation second and Labor third.  Labor probably 
thinks that if it gets One Nation’s preferences at the next election, it could win the seat.  In the lead-up to the next 
election, Labor will probably say that it will knock off the Cervantes to Lancelin road, and it will hope to get the 
seat because old Bill is to retire.  Anyway, that is only speculation, and I would not suggest it is the truth.  I am 
disappointed when politicians are perceived in this way.  I tried to recollect to whom I gave those brochures so 
that I could run around and collect them, just in case those people thought that I was promoting the road, because 
they would ask me when it would be completed.  If I were a punter, I would tell them probably 2007 at the 
earliest.   

Another important road is the Bringo to Mullewa portion of the Geraldton to Mt Magnet road.  Heavy vehicles 
frequently travel on that road.  Because of the present state of the road, with its rough surfaces, deteriorated 
shoulders and narrowness, trucks are required to conform to performance conditions.  The road has been 
scheduled for widening from 6.2 to eight metres to better accommodate the 52.5 metre road trains, which carry 
about 120 tonnes apiece - they are big trains - and there will be four passing lanes.  Only 30 kilometres of the 
road have been widened.  A further 40 kilometres require attention.  No funding has been allocated in the 2003-
04 budget to cover the residual 40 kilometres.  That is disappointing, because there will be problems in that area.  
Main Roads estimates that, under the black spot program, an additional one to two kilometres of road may be 
widened.  Main Roads is optimistic that it will be able to come up with some cheap road-widening options; for 
example, widening the road to, say, 7.2 metres instead of the required eight metres.  Trucks that are 52.5 metres 
long and carry 120 tonnes are huge.  When a person is in a car that is following one of those trucks or 
approaching it from the opposite direction, it can be a little scary.  If Main Roads can argue for the redirection of 
government funds, the problem of deteriorated shoulders may even be addressed.  In the meantime, 
40 kilometres of the road remain to be widened and resurfaced.  No money has been allocated in the current 
budget, so God knows what will happen to that. 

Incidentally, last night I made some notes on road funding.  Although a great deal is happening with roads in 
Perth and with the rail system, of the $328 million allocated for roadworks, only $15.174 million will go to the 
agricultural regions.  That is an absolute disgrace.  It is incomprehensible that the agricultural regions will 
receive only $15 million of the funding allocated to roadworks in the budget.  I can see the minister frowning a 
little.  A lot of that funding is going to Labor-type seats in northern areas.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  What are you talking about?   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I am talking about road funding, if the minister had been listening. 

Hon Nick Griffiths:  When you say Labor-type seats, what do you mean?   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  A seat with a sitting Labor member.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  Such as?   
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Hon FRANK HOUGH:  It is quite clear on pages 775 to 777 of volume 2 of the Budget Statements.  If the 
minister attends the Estimates Committee hearings, those questions will be asked.   

The Wubin to Mullewa road is a disgrace.  It is four to five metres wide between Perenjori and Mullewa, and 
does not meet the standards required for the 36-metre B-triples that travel that road.  Permits for the 36-metre 
vehicles are issued sparingly.  The present Government has made no commitment in this budget to widen or seal 
that road because it has no commitment to the operation of heavy vehicles on the road.  In its present state, the 
Wubin to Mullewa road can accommodate heavy vehicle traffic, so the use of this road by heavy vehicles will 
come under scrutiny.  It will be decided that it will be in the Government’s financial interests to shirk its 
responsibility to upgrade the road and thus stop heavy vehicles travelling on it.   

In its original state, the Wickepin to Kulin section of the Narrogin to Kondinin road was a single-lane road.  It 
has undergone an upgrade and two seals but sections of the road still remain single-lane sections.  Although it is 
not designated a heavy-haulage road, heavy vehicles can get a permit to travel on it from Wickepin to Kulin.  
Incidentally, I have not just read about these roads in the budget papers; I drive along these roads.  I am on my 
fourth motor car and have broken windscreens and lights while travelling on these roads.  It would be fantastic if 
some of the ministers who are making comments bought road maps and left the metropolitan area to see what 
these country roads are like.  I know that the Leader of the House is always driving on country roads.   

I now refer to the Narrogin link road.  Stage 1 of the road has been completed, and stage 2 will connect Narrogin 
to Wagin; however, no funds have been allocated to stage 2 in this budget.  The road needs realignment to divert 
heavy haulage travelling through the Narrogin town site.  Funding is needed for the Brookton Highway but it 
was not allocated in this budget.  Forty-two of the 110 kilometres of the highway remain single-lane sections, but 
it needs widening to a sealed double lane.  At present it carries road trains, albeit with permits.   

Yesterday I spoke to a representative of the Shire of Ravensthorpe, in which shire I have nearly come to grief.  
As people leave Ravensthorpe and head towards Hopetoun, which is one of the prettiest towns in the 
Agricultural Region, they pass Hamersley Road on the right.  It is a gravel road, but it carries a heck of a lot of 
tourist vehicles.   

Hon Peter Foss interjected. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  As people head towards Hopetoun from Ravensthorpe, it is about three kilometres out 
of Hopetoun and it is the main intersection to the right.  It carries a helluva lot of traffic.  I was told yesterday 
that the shire has entered into discussions with Main Roads WA to widen and seal the road.  Its application may 
go up for review in 2004 and, if funding is secured, it will be available in 2004-05.  This year the shire widened 
two and a half kilometres of the road at its own expense.  It is preparing to pay $80 000 to seal about two 
kilometres of the road, which equates to $40 000 a kilometre.  These types of activities are thrown back onto the 
shires without any assistance.   

Another issue is the Kalgarin to Hyden section of the Kondinin to Hyden road.  I travelled that road recently.  At 
its start in Kondinin it is a reasonably good road but, all of a sudden, it becomes a narrow road.  According to the 
Hyden Hotel, between 200 and 250 people a day travel that road.  Road trains and school buses whiz along it.  
On the day I was driving along that road, I passed a hire bus with a bus load of tourists who I presume were 
Japanese, because they all had cameras!  There were at least a dozen people in a 15-seat Toyota.  That bus was 
travelling along the middle of the road and basically edged me off the road.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  That would have been something!   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Yes, it was.  The people travelling on that road, particularly tourists, who do not know 
how to handle bush roads could come to grief.  That is a priority area that should be addressed.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  They have a better chance of coming to grief off the road than on it.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I could go on, because I have notes on many other country roads that need rectification, 
but I will not.   

The metropolitan area will fare fabulously in this budget.  Stage 2 of the metropolitan Perth regional bike plan 
has been allocated $5.4 million for safety and network improvements.  That is referred to on page 776 of volume 
2 of the Budget Statements.  Roe Highway will get $43.6 million and Tonkin Highway will get $49.4 million; 
those figures are on page 777 of volume 2 of the Budget Statements.  Together, these three items will consume 
$98.4 million of the budgeted $328.3 million for Main Roads expenditure.  The only win for the Agricultural 
Region, which has been funded previously, was the southern corridor, which will get about $8.1 million.   
I turn now to agriculture and electricity, which I have already spoken about.  More than 75 000 people live, work 
and invest in the 44 shires in the wheatbelt to produce more than $2.7 million worth of production for Western 
Australia’s economy, yet the rural producers are plagued by power failures and inadequate infrastructure.  How 
many metropolitan businesses would accept Western Power taking up to 27 hours to restore power?  That was 
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the predicament faced by a Beverley woolgrower only last month.  Furthermore, one Mingenew trader lost 
$2 500 in stock and $5 000 in trade when a blackout on Christmas Day 2002 deprived the trader of power for 26 
hours.  During the fires at Ledge Point a couple of months ago, all the powerlines burnt down and transformers 
and power units were moved in.  I started shipping all my crayfish back to Perth, but they had the power back on 
by Monday night.  The powerlines were burnt to a cinder so they had to put in new poles, but auxiliary power 
was set up for Ledge Point and Lancelin and they did a fabulous job.  When we had that first run of weather on 
the Saturday about six weeks ago, we had a power failure in Ledge Point, which lasted just over nine hours, and 
I believe people in Seaview Park and Moore River were without power for 16 hours.   

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  What happened to the crayfish? 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  We ate them.  We had a fire, so there was a fair bit of warmth around.  When the new 
electricity regulator was set up to investigate customer complaints, it received 165 complaints from Western 
Power customers from Bremer Bay to Kalbarri.  The complaints encompassed claims such as houses being 
without power for three days, broken powerlines that set fire to haystacks etc.  The energy watchdog suggested a 
$200 million cash injection to fix the problem of the failing infrastructure.  The Leader of the Opposition thinks 
that this figure should be at least double.  Given that capital works is down approximately $40 million in this 
year’s budget to $395.4 million in anticipation of Western Power’s break-up, rural Western Australia’s share of 
this money will also be significantly smaller.  While rural WA generates billions of dollars - $2.4 billion - of 
income for the State, it is usual for Western Power to spend a small fraction only of its annual capital works 
program of many hundreds of millions of dollars on rural WA.  There is no question that people in rural WA 
really cop it hard.  In this budget for 2003-04, rural WA’s share is 0.01 per cent of the $395.4 million allocated 
in the budget.  This paltry amount reflects the notion that delivering a quality service similar to that experienced 
by metropolitan users is not profitable for Western Power. 

Hon Nick Griffiths:  There is a distinction between Western Australia and non-rural Western Australia.  Where 
do you draw the line? 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  If the minister had listened to what I said earlier, I said I will now move into agriculture. 

Hon Nick Griffiths:  I represent a lot of rural constituents. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I did say I was moving into agricultural regions of WA.  Some people do not listen and 
some people do listen; it is interesting that the minister was half listening.  The quality of service - and I am 
talking about rural country WA -  

Hon Nick Griffiths:  Not Albany or Geraldton? 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Albany, Bunbury and Geraldton are basically cities.  They must have a population of 
20 000 to be cities.  They can be referred to as cities, but I am talking of Kondinin, Wickepin, Mukinbudin, 
Moora, Morawa, Koorda, Ledge Point, Lancelin.  I could even throw in Nyabing because Hon Eric Ripper’s 
roots are from Nyabing! 

Several members interjected. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  And Hon Eric Ripper still has roots in Nyabing.  I would suggest that Hon Ljiljanna 
Ravlich does not take a trip down there.  I am referring to family, which we would both appreciate.  I also refer 
to Hopetoun, Ravensthorpe etc. 

Unfortunately, I thought I had longer than this, but I also wanted to refer to salinity.  My favourite subject is 
salinity and I have only just reached it.  The budget has allocated just $3.625 million this year for salinity.  I hope 
a lot of the salinity budget does not go into more studies of salinity; it should go towards engineering 
technologies.  I refer to a book entitled Salinity Solutions by John Hall; I do not have a copy with me.  I also 
refer to a report by John Hall called the Greater Avon Catchment Holistic Channel Proposal, which makes very 
good reading.  I suggest the minister has a look at it, because salinity must be addressed.  We cannot pretend that 
it does not happen, because everyday that goes by an area the size of Subiaco Oval consumes a few millimetres 
of salt, which raises salinity in every lake in Western Australia.   

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Bruce Donaldson. 
 


